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tips for parents to help their children stay safe

o

Children should know their full name, home phone number and how to use the
telephone. Post your contact information where your children will see it: office
phone number, cell phone, pager, etc.

Children should have a trusted adult to call if they're scared or have an
emergency.

Choose babysitters with care. Obtain references from family, friends, and
neighbors. Once you have chosen the caregiver, drop in unexpectedly to see how
your children are doing. Ask your children how the experience with the caregiver
was, and listen carefully to their responses.

i
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Make a list with your children of their neighborhood boundaries, choosing
significant landmarks.

Interact regularly with your neighbors. Tell your children whose homes they are
allowed to visit.

Don't drop your children off alone at malls, movie theatres, video arcades, or
parks.

Teach your children that adults should not approach children for help or
directions. Tell your children that if they are approached by an adult, they
should stay alert because this may be a "trick.”

Never leave children unattended in an automobile. Children should
ever hitchhike or approach a car when they don't know and trust
the driver.



